



































problem of the rest of us who do not
perceive the church as a place which
fosters and superintends our liberations.
Most of us grow toward wisdom and
serenity in the context of the triumphs
and tragedies of our work and of our
loves. Some are led to larger insights
through speculative thought and books.
(Since ancients used bark to write on, the
word libri came also to mean ‘‘book’’ and
was used to form “library.”) A few find
the way to comparable elevations {and
even higher ones?) through prayer and
meditation.

Few of our churches offer any guidance
along the upper reaches of any of these
routes to transcendence. And none have
attempted to map the stages of these
journeys. We have tried to chart every
facet of the ministry of evangelism. Then
we tend to limit the ministries of matura-
tion to repetitive draughts of ‘‘the milk
of the word’’ and shunt off the digestion
of heartier fare to colleges and semi-
naries. But nowhere in the Bible do I
read that daily life is not the concern of
the church, or that meditation is prac-
ticed only on retreats, or that ‘liberal
arts’”’ should be concentrated on cam-
puses and lavished on late adolescence.

I have even wondered whether the
effort of maintaining our colleges has
prevented us from addressing this larger
need, even as it may have kept us from
doing something about the needs of
those college-age youth who do not
attend our schools.

It is my hope that regionalization can
free our churches and colleges to break
down the boundaries which have defined
them so that it will become impossible to
decide where ‘‘college’”’ ends and where
“church” begins, for what is learned in
each will quickly penetrate the other and
the best learning of all can be that which
emerges in the dialogue between them.
And I believe that regionalization could
free the United States Conference to
define and to address the larger teaching
ministry which is needed in the church.

Could we now appoint a different kind
of “Board of Education”? This one
would help us discover the appropriate
content and the rhythms of growth. This
one would exist to assist every sort of
school and every church in the task of
bringing each of us to ever larger visions
along whatever route is appropriate to
us.

Such a regionalization that goes all the
way — all the way home with each of us
— could produce a richer unity than we
have ever known. More important, it
could begin to show us how, in our own
zommunities, we could pursue the kind
>f post-graduate ‘‘liberal arts’’ which
lead to those graduate degrees in living
and in loving and in thinking and in
oraying that are accredited by heaven. []
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Small and beautiful

e Having just completed 17 years as
pastor of a small church in a small rural

Kansas town, I can't help but comment

on your editorial “Small Churches Are
Beautiful” (Christian Leader, Mar. 27). 1
would like to underscore the advantages
you list for a small fellowship or church.

Let me give you just one illustration.
A little over a week ago one of our men
suffered a heart attack on Saturday
night and his wife rushed him to a local
hospital where he was placed in intensive
care. The next morning she chose to be in
church rather than at the hospital be-
cause she knew they needed the support
and prayers of the congregation — and
they got it!

With a large portion of our local
population very transient, it is not likely
that we will ever amass a large church
membership. We reach out to those who
come to us, however long or short may
be their stay.

An advantage you did not mention is
the privilege of the pastor to enjoy a
more relaxed lifestyle. I am thankful for
the years of ministry God has given us
here in Milford. — Walter Schlichting,
Milford Congregational Church, Milford,
Kan.

More on singles

® In Stephen Reimer’s recent article,
“Another view of singlehood,” (Leader,
Feb. 27) he concluded with the hope that
his article would ‘‘stop the crusade of
literature regarding singles.” Though
the article may have been intended as a
final and definitive answer to the ques-
tions it addressed, it actually leaves
much to be desired and, thereby, de-
mands a response. The article sought to
answer two questions: (1) Is singlehood
a normal, acceptable way of life? and (2)
What should be the church’s response to
the single adult? Attempting to use
Scripture as proof, he finds a two-fold
answer to the first question: (1) single-
ness is not normal, but rather an excep-
tion, and (2) singleness is not acceptable,
except on a provisional basis. Singleness
is acceptable only ‘(1) when present
crises make marriage a greater burden
than singlehood, and (2) when a person’s
ministry for Christ is crippled by mar-
riage.”” Because singleness is acceptable
only provisionally, ‘‘a person should be
single only if he or she realizes that this
is forsaking the normal way of life and

sacrificing the greater enjoyment (mar-
riage) for commitment and service to
God.” Therefore, the response of the
church should be to teach that ‘‘single-
ness is a spiritual decision of undivided
attention to God and not an unavoidable
situation one finds themselves (sic) in.”
This should be emphasized because
singles are generally in that state not for
these reasons, but for other (wrong)
reasons. Such is the argument of the
article.

In my opinion, these assertions raise
more problems than they attempt to
solve. And having studied Hebrew under
Steve for three months, he will under-
stand that it is normal and acceptable to
have brotherly disagreements with one’s
teacher.

My first disagreement with Steve con-
cerns his claim that the status quo of the
body of Christ gives a ‘‘resounding
‘yes’” to the question, ‘‘Is singleness a
normal, acceptable way of life?’’ Al-
though I do not have any proof (though
neither does Steve), I would suggest just
the opposite — that the status quo
thinks and demonstrates that it is not
normal and acceptable, and Steve con-
curs. Why else would our mission board,
and many others, not send out single
men as full-time missionaries, even
though this would seem to fit into one of
the acceptable exceptions of spiritual
devotion to God?

Second, Steve’s conclusions go beyond
what the Scriptures he used actually
warrant. Though it may be a minor
point, Genesis 2:18 does not say ‘“‘that a
single man is not good’’ as such, but only
that it is not good ‘‘for the man,” namely
Adam, to be alone. And the other scrip-
tural passages used only point to the fact
that marriage is a good thing, except for
1 Corinthians 7 where Paul claims that
singleness may be preferred. It seems to
me that Steve’s conclusions go beyond
the evidence, particularly since there is
no imperative in Scripture to become
married as soon as one can, or to prefer
marriage over singleness as a more whole
or wholesome situation.

Third, from a pastoral perspective,
such a proof-texting of the Scriptures
into dogmatic formulations, which are to
apply to any situation and for all time,
puts one into a difficult situation. The
watertight analysis of singleness leaves
no room for personality and social-
contextual factors that are involved.
There actually happen to be cases where
singleness is an unavoidable situation
one finds himself/herself in. There are
numerous persons who would not have
minded or even might desire marriage,
but simply did not happen to be in a
situation where it materialized — and
with no fault of their own, nor with a
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conscious choice to remain single, and
nor because they were not ‘in God's
will.”

Fourth, if being single should always
be a ‘“‘spiritual decision of undivided at-
tention to God” (which it might be), at
what age does this necessarily have to
take place? At what age does one decide
to be single? After how many letdowns?
Do widows or widowers make the same
choice?

Rather than to teach that singleness is
not normal, the church should teach that
singleness is the first normal state for
every Christian. It seems to me that
singleness is the duty of every person
until the reasons for marriage are clear.
We do not need to preach permanent
celibacy, but neither do we need to lay a
guilt trip on singles by telling them that
the only cause to be single is that of
immeasurable piety, without which they
do not have good reason to be single.
— Gordon Zerbe, Fresno, Calif.

® After reading a few paragraphs of
“Another view of singlehood’ by Ste-
phen Reimer (Feb. 27), I thought surely
I was reading Watchtower instead of the
Christian Leader. This . . . para-scrip-
tural (material) has no business being
printed in a responsible Christian maga-
zine.

I daily have to put up with the
remark: When are you going to get
married? Then there is the pointed and
cruel query: Why aren’t you married?
Now Mr. Reimer has come up with the
proposition that it is all part of some
insidious plot; I have remained single in
order to express my willfulness and
rebelliousness.

I do not like being single and certainly
did not choose to be this way. So why am
I alone? The only women who ever
expressed an interest in me along those
lines were already married. Now that I
am a Christian, I can’t date married
women. Being in my middle thirties, I
can’'t date Mennonite women because
they are pressured into early marriage
and most are married and have children
long before they are old enough to even
begin serious dating.

There is a third course of action open
to me which might keep Mr. Reimer and
most of the busybodies off my case. I
could place an ad on the bulletin board of
every Mennonite, Quaker and Brethren
church in central California. It might
read as follows:

Single male loser (“A nice-looking

young man like you — why aren’t you

married?’’ Be sure to twist the knife a

few times after you stick me with that

one.) in mid-thirties wishes to meet
single female of similar age, must not
be addicted to luxurious living or
status symbols. Object: Matrimony.

Love and personal compatibility not

essential.

But that would be rebellion, according
to Matthew 6:25-33. So now the choice is
before me; I can believe God or Mr.
Reimer. God is a proven winner. — Bob
Martin, Clovis, Calif.

Ministry not finished

® Thank you for doing a commendable
job of interpreting local church hap-
penings, board actions and commission
reports to the broader constituency. The
Leader is a vital link in this communica-
tion process in the Mennonite Brethren
fellowship.

Sometimes communication gets fuzzy
because the ‘‘original”’ is not clear and at
other times the editing muddies the
water. In reporting the retirement of
Elmo and Sarah Warkentin (Feb. 27
issue), the editorial changes made in the
original statement failed to distinguish
between a resignation from evangelism
coordinator position and resignation
from ‘‘an evangelism ministry.”” While
positions do change, purposes do not.
The commission accepted the Warken-
tins’ resignation from the interim evan-
gelism coordinator position with the full
realization that this did not mean the end
of their work in church growth seminars,
church planting, demographic surveys
and Christian education conferences as
God directs and their schedule permits.
In recognizing their official retirement
from this position, the message that
inadvertantly came through was that
they are no longer available to churches
for evangelism ministries. This is not the
case. Churches can contact them directly
at: 1724 Minnewawa, Space 46, Clovis,
CA 93612. (209) 299-1975. — Henry J.
Schmidt, U.S. evangelism commission

Still a real person

e I want to thank Lloyd Pankratz
who wrote ‘‘Those overlooked singles”
in the Jan. 16 Christian Leader and Mrs.
Ruby Wiebe who wrote in the Mar. 16
Leader concerning singles. I'm thanking
God that you as couples are concerned
and are speaking out on this issue.

I'm a widow. My husband Harrison
was killed in a tragic traffic accident. He
had never been sick. Mrs. Wiebe, you are
so right, we dare not speak out. My grief
and sorrow is overwhelming. I feel I'm
still a real person, and by God there is no
respector of persons.

I try to put on a smile when sometimes
my heart is really breaking, but with
God’s help I'm living a day at a time.
Thank you again so very much for being
aware of what is going on. And that you
spoke out on this very timely issue, I
know God will bless you. — Mrs. Olga
Martens, Fairview, Okla.

Correction, please

¢ Inreading through the Feb. 27 issue
of the Christian Leader 1 was disturbed
by an article you printed regarding
Pastor John F. MacArthur, and what he
supposedly said about women working
(“Pastor decrees: wives can’t work”’).

I have heard the message in question
myself. I have also read other articles
regarding this message in newspapers.

There has been a great deal of hurt and
misunderstanding concerning this sub-
ject because of certain groups and biased
reporting.

The truth about the matter is that not
one secretary was fired, threatened with
firing, or laid off of the staff of Grace
Community Church.

Pastor MacArthur did say that the
wife should be home if possible, but if it
was a matter of need rather than want,
then the wife could work if she had her
priorities in order being: God, husband,
family and home.

In matters like these I believe it is very
important to be sure of your facts before
printing them. This is the type of thing
the world likes to jump on and then point
out how the churches are not even
together. In times like this we need to
hold the body up to show the world we
do have unity. Grace Community Church
is a very fundamental, Bible-teaching
church whose main goal is to win lost
souls to Christ and then teach these
believers how to live.

Pastor MacArthur, in stating the
wife’s place is in the home and also that
widows or fatherless homes should be
taken care of by the family or the church,
was accurate according to Scripture.
This is a point we have all forgotten and
need to be reminded of. The fact of an all-
male board of elders is also correct
according to Scripture. — Mrs. Beverly
Christman, Panorama City, Calif.

Eds. note: Mrs. Christman is correct
in denying that female secretaries were
fired from Grace Community Church.
The article in question came to us from
Los Angeles Times religion writer John
Dart via the Evangelical Press Associa-
tion news service. The erroneous state-
ment resulted from a misunderstanding
in Dart's interview with John Mac-
Arthur. A later statement by the chair-
man of the congregation's board of
elders clarified that no secretaries have
been or are being fired, but ‘‘every
person and family . . . including the
secretaries, were also asked to examine
their priorities." Dart maintains that the
rest of the article accurately reflects the
sermon in question, his subsequent inter-
view with Pastor MacArthur and re-
search he conducted among other mem-
bers of Grace Community Church.
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background, many of the Mennonites
were forced to take jobs as laborers in
town.

Efforts to give the Mennonites citizen-
.ship status have been unsuccessful thus
far, but Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen (D-Tex)
is planning to introduce a private bill
into the Senate that will permit the Men-
nonites to stay in the United States per-
manently. This has stayed proceedings
on deportation probably until the end of
1980.

Some observers fear that thousands of
Hispanic illegal aliens would feel the
Mennonites were getting preferential
treatment and that passage of the bill is
a form of racism.

*“Exactly how the Mennonites got into

their predicament is now hopelessly lost
in a ball of jealousy, suspicion and mis-
trust,” says the Dallas Morning News.
“The one obvious thing is that the (Old
Colony) Mennonites’ tradition of avoid-
ing society and formal education left
them in a precarious position when
dealing with immigration law and land
dealings. They were left in the position of
placing an almost childlike faith in their
advisors, and some of the advisors didn’t
necessarily have the right advice.”

The Immigration and Naturalization
Service says that if reliable witnesses
can be found it will prosecute realtors
who negotiated the land sales and misled
the Mennonites in the matter of immi-
gration.

The Seminole community seems to be

sympathetic to the Mennonites. *‘They
are a good class of people,” says tractor
company owner W. T. Briscoe, quoted in
the Dallas Morning News. Briscoe has
hired three of the Mennonites as mechan-
ics. “If these people have to leave here, 1
don’t know of enough labor in the coun-
try to replace them. We've got farmers
who’ve said their operation would be
shut down if they leave.”

The MCC Executive Committee, meet-
ing Mar. 19 and 20, was expected to
approve Dyck’s recommendations that
MCC accept the challenge to help the
Seminole Mennonites.

“These people need help,” says Dyck.
“They may have acted hastily, but they
have been lied to, deceived and exploited
enough.” O

Viewpoint
...by Katie Funk Wiebe

The big X

“I AM divorced, and God loves me.”

The room rushed into silence as if to
let the words expand and be heard by
everyone.

“I am divorced, and God loves me.”

I heard the words, spoken like a small
‘““Here-I-stand’’ statement, and yet I
didn’t hear them. My teacher’s mind
took them and analyzed them. Two main
clauses joined by a coordinating con-
junction. Such a conjunction can only
join related ideas. I could hear myself
telling the class, ‘“You don't join two
thoughts in a sentence which don’t
belong together. You don't say, ‘I made
spaghetti for supper, and my cat died
last night’ in one sentence.”

The man in front of the large group of
single persons of all categories and ages
went on. The strain in his voice was ap-
sarent. ‘I am divorced, and God loves
ne. Does that shock you?”’ He was
;rying to reach across a chasm of beliefs
ind customs gouged out over hundreds
»f years. He talked about the big X
jociety has placed on the backs of di-
rorced persons, signifying that these are
yeople whom God doesn’t love.

What had we expected the divorced
nan to say? Should he have said, I am
livorced; and God hates me,” or “‘I am
livorced; God has alienated himself from
ne forever”?

Because we have made sins related to
.exuality the worst of sins, forgetting
hat Paul listed them with impurity of
nind (including coarse and flippant talk,
nd covetousness), divorce, even when
ve don’t know the reason for it, has
.ecome the unpardonable sin — the big
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As the man continued to speak, images
of another group of persons rushed
through my mind, speaking up urgently:

Zaccheus, the tax collector, dressed
like the Sunday school papers had al-
ways portrayed him, but with Christ-
words: “‘I cheated many people out of
money, and God loves me.”

The Samaritan woman at the well, “‘I
had five husbands, and Christ loves me.”’

The 10 lepers in tattered garments,
“We were despised by all, and God loves
us.”

Big Peter, who denied Christ three
times in quick succession, ‘I failed my
Lord, and he loves me still.”

The prostitute who wept at Jesus’ feet
and wiped them with her hair, embar-
rassing those around her, ‘I know he
loves me, too.”

The woman brought before Jesus be-
cause she had been caught in the act of
adultery. The men had staked her out
and caught her in the very act — in that
private moment — and dragged her, but
not the man — before Christ. A man was
not guilty of adultery in those double-
standard days. Christ said to her, ‘I love
you. Go and sin no more.”

After this parade of witnesses, it was
easier to hear what some of the others at
the singles seminar had to say:

A single young man: “I want to stay
single until I find out more about myself,
so I know what I am offering a future
wife. God loves me.”

A young woman: ‘I believe God
wants me to stay single so I can serve
him better with my gifts. God loves me.”

A young woman: "I want to go to
seminary. I don’t know what will happen
after that, but I want to be a Mary. God
loves me."”

Another single woman: ‘‘I've adopted
a young girl. We are a family. Not your
usual kind of family, but we are a family.
God loves our family.”

An older widow: ‘I get very lonely

because no one bothers with me any
more. I feel left out of the church. God
loves me.”

A single man: “I've never wanted to
be single, but no one wanted to marry
me. God loves me, too.”

God loves. Despite individual circum-
stances, when we come to him, he for-
gives, cleanses and heals. He loves. Can
the others in the family of God love us
too if we don’t fit the norms of society?

As I left the Ohio area where the semi-
nar had been held, I felt as if I had been
part of the groundswell of a new move-
ment, somewhat similar to the develop-
ment of youth work in the church several
decades ago. Youth work was not always
an accepted part of church work. At
first, all over, individuals had to nurture
the idea.

I recall that in the congregation I
worshiped with in northern Saskatche-
wan, a number of us post-high-schoolers
working in the city decided we needed to
get together for fellowship and service.
Most of us were living away from home.
We planned youth meetings of all kinds.
Singspiration. Missions. Bible study.
Socials. You name it — we had it.

The congregation and its leadersdidn’t
always see eye to eye with this exuberant
bunch of young people. But we persisted.
And young people in all areas persisted.
Today, hardly a congregation doesn’t
have a youth ministry. In most areas,
however, it is restricted to high school-
ers, and the post-high-school and college
group has been left stranded in church
structures. Joining them today are the
many persons who have lost a spouse or
who have never married.

These people are now saying in one
sentence: ‘‘We are single adults, and
God loves us. Meet us halfway. Affirm
us. Give us opportunities for service.
Open your hearts and homes to us. We
want to do the same.” 0
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during March. Jerry and Lynn Popenhagen
were accepted into the fellowship by testi-
mony Mar. 4. Larry Perkins, John and Cathy
Flowers, Lawrence and Pat Logsdon and
Gary and Janie Conner were baptized during
the evening service Mar. 11.

Refugee director shares

HILLSBORO, Kan. (Parkview) — John
Wilson, director for the Ugandan Refugee
program in Kenya, was the guest speaker at
the evening service Mar. 25. The membership
approved a church remodeling plan with a
75.7 percent affirmative vote at their quarter-
ly business meeting Mar. 11.

Begin “Get Acquainted” class

ULYSSES, Kan. — A six-week “‘Get Ac-
quainted”’ class was begun Mar. 25 for those
interested in learning more about the MB
church. The class will discuss the following
topics: Anabaptist History, The Confession
of Faith, Our Church History, Organization
of the Church, Purpose of the Church and Our
MB Distinctives. The class was not only
designed for church members, but also for
anyone in the community wanting to learn
more about MBs.

Three concerts given

INMAN, Kan. (Zoar) — Three sacred con-
serts were given in the past month. Jonah
Kliewer, Tabor College music professor, pre-
sented a concert during the evening service
Mar. 1. “Faith Encounter,” a group from the
Denver, Colo., MB churches sang at the even-
ng service Mar. 10. North Carolina pastor
Morris Hatton, along with Words of the Gos-
sel's Don MacNeill, were involved in the
norning worship service Apr. 1.

Begin two morning services

KINGSBURG, Calif. — The church began
10lding two morning worship services Mar.
.8. Tom and Beth Ogden, Karen Horiuchi,
Ruth Lehrman, Judi Martin, Lisa Bamford
ind Beth Laemmlen gave their testimonies
ind were baptized during the morning wor-
thip service Mar. 11.

jponsor program on aging

HENDERSON, Neb. — Carl and Irene
jmucker, serving with Mennonite Central
Jommittee U.S. Ministries in the area of
1derly in the church, were the resource people
t an all-day seminar on aging Wednesday,
Aar. 21. Carl is the recently retired chairman
f the sociology/social work department at
Sluffton College and led workshops on retire-
aent planning and psychological and physio-
»gical myths about aging. Irene, a retired
chool teacher, led discussions on health,
utrition and exercise for elderly persons.

‘ray and plan for future

PHOENIX, Ariz. (Palm Glen) — A special
ongregational meeting was held Sunday
fternoon, Mar. 4, to “pray and plan’’ for the
astoral ministry of the J. W. Vogts. The
'ogts have been serving as the church’s
iterim pastorate couple since late October.
n response to ‘‘Publications Sunday,” Vogt,
former editor of the Christian Leader, gave
history of MB publications during the even-
1g worship service Feb. 25.

‘air leads seminar

DENVER, Colo. (Garden Park) — Bruce
‘arramore and J. Allen Peterson led a family
arichment seminar Mar. 23 and 24. O
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ME@@EEEAHE& ...by the Editor

e BETHANY Mennonite Brethren Church, Fresno, Calif., is facing major leadership
changes. Robert Radtke, pastor for the last 10 years, announced his resignation to the
congregation during their April 1 service. Neither his termination date nor his future
plans were disclosed. Also resigning is Bethany's associate pastor, Delbert Regier, who
has accepted a call to pastor the Shoreline MB Church, Seattle, Wash.

A PASTORAL resignation was also announced in the Southern District recently. Wayne
Janzen, pastor of the Mennonite Brethren church in Edmond, Okla., since 1975 has an-
nounced his resignation effective May 1. The Janzens will continue to live in Edmond
where they plan to establish a landscape business.

e SOME 350 members of several Kansas Mennonite groups assembled Mar. 24 at the
Hesston Mennonite Church for an “MCC Day of Celebration.”” Among the speakers
were Reg Toews of Mennonite Central Committee headquarters in Akron, Pa., Paul
Quiring of MCC’s West Coast office in Reedley, Calif., and Marvin Hein, pastor of the
Hillsboro MB Church. One of the main reasons for the event was simply to celebrate 100
years of Mennonite witness in Kansas, where close to 20 different organizations carry on
inter-Mennonite ministries. “‘It's probably the first time that all of us inter-Mennonite
organizations have been together under one umbrella,” said Elmer Ediger, who chaired
the day’s proceedings. Another purpose was to test the idea of starting a regional MCC
organization in Kansas, similar to the way MCC West Coast operates. A survey of par-
ticipants indicated only a third were willing to support such an idea. “‘The idea of re-
gionalism is still new,”’ observed one MCC worker.

o DON RATZLAFF, associate editor of the Christian Leader, has been feted by the Kan-
sas Press Association for his weekly column in the Hillsboro Star-Journal. Ratzlaff, who
began writing his ‘’Speak Up, Please. . .’ column in the fall of 1977 and continued on a
free-lance basis after joining the Leader staff last June, won first place honors in the
KPA column writing competition for the Star-Journal’s circulation category.

o ANOTHER LEADER contributor, Katie Funk Wiebe, has also been accumulating fur-
ther publishing credits. A chapter of hers was chosen for inclusion in a recent Word re-
lease, Our Struggle to Serve: The Stories of 15 Evangelical Women, edited by Virginia
Hearn. Meanwhile, Herald Press has announced a July publication date for Wiebe's
Good Times with Old Times, a book on how to write your memoirs.

o MARTIN DURKSEN, popular German speaker for Mennonite Brethren Communica-
tions, Winnipeg, has resigned effective Sept. 30. For the past 10 years Durksen has
served as producer and speaker on the daily devotional program Familienandacht
(Family Worship) and producer and speaker of the half-hour weekly program, Licht des
Evangeliums (Light of the Gospel).

e BOB HARMS, son of former Christian Leader editor Orlando Harms, has been ap-
pointed to the history faculty at Yale University where he will teach courses and super-
vise research in African history. He is currently visiting lecturer at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. Harms, a Tabor College graduate and a former Mennonite Central
Committee volunteer, recently completed his doctorate in African Studies at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

e LES AND ERLENE MARK, Mennonite Brethren missionaries in Guadalajara, Mexico,
are currently on staff at the MB Biblical Seminary in Fresno, Calif., where they are in-
vestigating the need and the resources for leadership training among California His-
panics. ‘‘The seminary could be a catalyst for such a program,’” writes seminary presi-
dent Elmer Martens in his recent President’s Newsletter. 'BOMAS, much interested in
the project, is supplying the salary. Should a way be found to minister to Hispanics in
leadership training, it would be most significant for the local area but also for the Latin
American Mennonite Brethren Conference (South Texas) and for the church building
program in South America.’’

e THE CENTRAL DISTRICT CONFERENCE has announced that its annual convention
will be held Nov. 2 to 4 in Harvey, N.D. Guest speaker will be Werner Heidebrecht,
pastor of the Lincoln Glen Church, San Jose, Calif. Normally the Central District has
held its conference in mid-October; this year the dates were changed to allow for the
busy harvest season.

e e e e e e e e e e e e
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